APPENDIX 


TO THE 


PROPOSAL 


_ For Raiſing the 


Price of Tin : 


CONTAINING 


Reaſons for Raiſing the Price, Quality, and 
Quantity, of Tin; in the Counties of 


- Cornwall, and Ie 


E C A U SE the Publick Uſe of Silver-Plate is fo 
much abated in the Nation. 


2. BECAUSE Tin, improv'd by Art, is next, in Na- 
ture, to pure Gold, and Silver. And uit is the Intereſt, and 
Honour of the Nation to Refine Tin, it being our own 


A 'Com- 


Commodity, rather than to uſe Allay'd and Courſe Silver, 
for Common Plate. *' © - Y- 


3. T H E- higher the Price and Quality of Tin ſhall be, 
the more it will be in Faſhion: The more it is in Faſhion ; 
the more it will be Refin*d : The moreitis Refin'd, the more 
fitter it will be for Plate : The more Tinthere is in Plate, the 
more Silver we ſhall have in Mony : The more Silver there is 
in Mony,the more Mony we ſhall havetolay out onthe moſt 
Refin'd and Faſhionable Pewter : The finer the Pewter is in 
Quality and Faſhion,the higher will bethe Price of Tin: The 
bigher the Price and Quality of Tin ſhall be, the greater 
quantity will be Conſunrd': The greater the Conſumption 
is, the better it will be, both for the Rich and Poor : The 
Poor will get more Wages, and the Rich more Wealth ; 
For All Markets are goverwa by the firſt Market-Price. And 


_ as the Quantity, Quality and Price of Tin ſhall riſe, the 


more it will be for the Honour and Intereſt of the Na- 
tion in general; And the Counties of Corawall and Devon in 
particular, will be the better enabled thereby to ſerve their 
King and Country, in Mind, *Body and Eftate. 


N OW, The better to prevent the Cora; Faftors under- 
buying one another, and bringing-down the Price of Tin, 
to the Prejudice of the Publick; as our Merchants do often 
Limit their FaCtors, to prevent the riſing Prizes of Foreign 


Commodities; ſo a Law may be made here, That no one 


ſhall buy, or ſell Tin, under 3 /. 3 /. 10 s. or 4 /. per Hun- 
dred. I have already ſhewn, in the firſt Propoſal, that the 
Price of Tin abroad, will bear that Price at home. And it 


is as much Policy to keep the Price of 'Tinfrom falling, as it 


would have been to have kept the Price of Silver from riſing, 
and its Quality from being debas'd. ; 
There was more Work done for the Roman Penny, 


(which was pure Silver) than can be done now for an 
| Exgliſh 
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Ewgliſh Pound ; For, as we have Allay*d and Corrupted our 
Coin, we have loſt much of our Conſtitution with the 
ancient Standard ; And as our Ezg/ifh Conſtitution hath been 
corrupted with our Coin, fo the Strength and Courage of 
the Corniſh Men, hath much declin*d with the Price of their 
Tin. 

I will take away all their Tin, was once faid to a degene- 
rating and, then, unthinking People, becauſe they did not 


lia. 25. 


Improve the Talent: But it is better that God ſhould 


take the T in from us, than that we ſhould be ruin'd by fo 
Rich a Commodity as Tin may be made. 

I have ſeen at Yerice and elſewhere, Plate made of Re- 
find Tin,which have exceeded ſome made of Allay'd Silver. 

And Mr. Jo/eph Beamer of Panzance in Cornwall, having 
been a Scholar and a great Traveller, and an honeſt and 
ingenious Pewterer, and having out done all others of his 
Profeſſion here, in making Tin-Plate for ſuch as eſteem?d 
it, and paid him a Price according to the Excellency of 
the refined Metal, and Curioſity of the Workmanſhip; 
There was a great Wager laid, "That one of the Pewterers 
of Lozdon ſhould exceed him 1n the Art of Refineing Tin, 
and making a Plate thereof : But Mr. Bezmer's Plate ex- 
ceeded the others, both in Lightneſs and Fineneſs ; and 
the Wager being won, Mr. Bexmer (to ſhew a farther ex- 
cellency in the Improvement of Nature by his Art) made 
a fierce Fire ; And putting his Plate thereon, and the other 
Pewterers Plate into his, his melted down the other Plate, 
2nd remain'd in its former Excellency and Perfection. 

And certainly, 1f our 11n had not anexceeding Quality 
in Nature, to imploy the Arts of ingenious and induſtrious 
Men, ſo many Nations of the World (and even thoſe that 
have Tin in it) would not have taken ſo much from our 
Merchants Agents abroad, at 10/7. 207. and 307. Sterling 
2 Hundred ; nor could our Merchants at home {as hereto- 
fore they did) give the Tinners above 6 /. a Hundred 
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firſt Price for it. And the higher the Price hath been, the 
better the Commodity hath gone off. 


AND farther, to ſhew the Nature of our Tin, I ſhall 
inform my Reader, (and I could give many ſuch In- 
\ Rances) That about 20 Years ago, ſome Engineers, or ra- 
ther Men of Cunning Art, came down into Cormwall : And 
often Viſiting the blowing, or melting Houſes, 'of the Tin, 
and as often making the Blowers Drink ; Whilſt the Blow- 
ers were buſy Drinking, thoſe cunning Men were as buſy 
dipping their Rods in the Flote, or Mould, where the Tin 
was melting hot ; And by that means, uſing both ends of 
con. their Rods, they. extracted a great deal of Gold and Silver. 
fidering our And, if they had not been miſtruſted, and forced to fly the 
Proportion , Country, upon the diſcover'd want of that Vertue, which, 
of Gold and x | 
Silver, from BY that means; was gone out of the Tin, they would have 
the indics; If gotten many "Thouſand Pounds, 1n a littletime, and ſpoiPd 
ef Tk all the Tin which they ſhould ſo touch. 
had not been The Pewterers, and Merchants, upon the Diſcovery,com- 
Extrate. ._ Plaining to the Tinners; the Tinners brought their Attion 
tals of Eag- againft the Blowers: And (after a Srannery Law-ſuit as 
land,” we long as from hence to. the Lands-End) they had more 
_ -raureg Satisfaction, then (T think) ſhould have been given them. 
the late over- And, ſome time ſince, one of thoſe cunning Men confeſſed 
ef the Matter of FaCt to me, and ſome others, and how they 


nor Mb ' * . 
have 6 long Were forced to fly the Country for Committing it. 


carried , on 

tuch a WIT. NOW the Nature of Tin, in its refined Purity, bein 
ſo nearly related to Gold and Silver, We ſhould uſe all 
poſſible Art and Policy, to refine: and eſteem its Quality, 
and thereby alſo to raiſe the Price thereof. 


AND, if We do ſo, now 1n the time of the Finners ne- 
ceſſity, it cannot but increaſe the Tin-Trade ; and be an 
ACt of Charity and Juſtice, very acceptable and well-plea- 
ſing , both to God and the Nation. Be- 


Becauſe the Improvement of this Rich Talent will much 
Increaſe our Coin, which 1s ſo much wanting to carry on a 
Vigorous War againſt our greateſt Adverſary. 


AND as all Kingdoms and Common-wealths, have 
Riſen by Trade and Juſtice, ſo we may now begin to 
Aggrandize this Great Land and Nation, by one of the Ca- 
pital Commodities thereof. 

Vaſt Quantities whereof may be riſen and conſumed, 
by Refining and Eſteeming the Quality, and by Raiſing 
and Advancing the Price, tothe greater Intereſt and Ho- 
nour both of the King and Country. 

And when the Great Wiſdom and Policy of the King 
and Parhament, ſhall think fit to Sit upon fo Great and Ad- 
vantagious a Work , even an Engliſh Kitching hung (as 
it were) with Refined Pewter-Plate, will be one of the Fineſt 
and Nobleſt Sights in the World. 


AND, as we Underſtand the good Nature of this No- 
ble and Generous Nation, and have regard to the Inte- 
reſt of the Poor, and the Publick, We may find out Means 
enough to overcome our greateſt Adverſaries withal; And 
to make KING WILLIAM a Greater Friend than Queen. 
Elizabeth was to the World, when She was fo near (in 
Strength,but not in Time) to that Univerſal Empire, which 
the King of Spaiz then aimed at, and the French King hath 


ſince ſet up tor. 


AND Whereas Br:/a;z had its Name from the Tin, 
which was firſt found in the County of Cormwail, We can- 
not begin to regulate Trade, and to raite the Nation bet- 
ter, than by trying all Experiments upon that uſetul Com- 
modity. 

And therefore, I ſhould here ſhew ſome other Means to 


redreſs the Tinners Greviances : But this being not the 
pro- 
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proper Time for that purpoſe, (but the moſt proper Time 
to keep the Price of Tin from falling, at leaſt under 3-7. per 
Hundred ;) I ſhall draw theſe Reaſons toa Concluſion, with 
the two following Letters, the one from a Corniſh Gentle- 
man, and the other from a Gentleman of Dewoz. 


Cornwall, Feb. 18. 1696. 
SIR, | 

Receiv'd your Propoſal for Raiſing the Price of Tin, to- 
gether with a Manuſcript containing ſome other Means to 
redreſs ( the Tinners Greviances ; all which indeed, and ſeve- 
ral Things more, ſeem abſolutely neceſſary to be done, for the 
good of the King and his poor Subjeits (the labour ing Tins 

zers eſpecially) in the County of Cornwall. 


Devon, Feb. 22. 1696. 
SIR, | 

E have gotten our Petition Signed by the Tinners, We 

coald have 4a great many Names more to it, but the 

Time being ſhort, we made all the haſte we could poſſibly, for 
we are doubtful the Parliament may break up before the Thing 
ay be effetfed. We have ſhewn, and read your Book of Pro- 
poſals to many Gentlemen, ana to a great many Tinners ; and 


all that read it; or heard it, do ſay, That it is the trueſft 


and reaſonableſt Thing (to be granted) that ever was, Þt will 
do good to many, and hurt to none. 


B Y which it doth appear, That the Tinners (who know 
what they have had, and believe what they may haveagain 
for their Tin) are very deſirous to have a Law, this Seſſion 
of Parliament, according to the Propoſai, and the Prayer of 

h | | their 
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( 
their Petition, That no one ſhall buy or fell Tin under 7 or 


3 /. per Hundred. As to the great Witdom of the King 
and Parliament ſhall ſeem moſt meet. 


AND as the Price of Tin riſeth by degrees, the Tin- 
ners will riſe in Reputation and Eſtate; And what ſhall be 
done for them by the Kings Moſt Excellent Majeſty, and 
the High Court of Parliament, will put many others upon 
promoting thoſe Trades, which Ezg/azd,now,above all other 
Nations, 1s capable of Improving. 


AND as we weather this Point of War, and come to 
wage Trade with the World (as in point of Wiſdom and 
true Policy we ſhould do) we may turn the Wheel of our 
Fortune. 


A N D,asGod andNature hath done more for thisNation, 
than for any other; ſo, by Trade and Juſtice, and a neceſſity 
of ſome Regulations, we may raiſe Great Britazz to that 
degree of Riches, Honour and Excellency, for which God, 
Nature, and the Preſent Neceflity, ſeem to have deſigned 
It, 


POSTCHRERSE 


]* E Propoſal of the Pewterers, would now do conſiderable Good to 
the King, the Country, and Themſelves. 

And tho! it is the Intereſt of the Factors, the Pewterers, and the Mer- 
chants, ro buy cheap, and ſell dear; yer, where the Private Gain doth nor 
accompany the Publick Good, there will be little Common-wealth to car- 

on a Vigorus War. | | 

And (I think) the Common-wealth of the Tinners cannor be better found- 
ed at preſent, than on a Law, ro keep the Price from falling under 3 /. 


ERRAT A. 


N Page 32 of the PropoAl, for 16009 ; read 169000 C hequeens, and Page 16, 
| of the Propoſal,for 61413 Hundred,rcad 61, Tun and 14 Hundied Weight. 


